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Name: Patricia Dias

WG(s): WG3: Experiential/emotional aspects of reading
WG2: Developmental aspects of reading

1. Potential research contribution in light of, or linked to
A. WG interest and Scientific programme:

WG3 objectives:
| have a background of studying the affective dimension of technologies. | have researched on
the affective connection to mobile phones, on online communities and social capital and on
the affective motivations for multi-screening. Thus, | believe | can positively contribute for
measuring the effect of digital interface features on emotional and experiential aspects of
literary reading.

WG2 objectives:

| have a background of studying the adoption of digital media by children and teenagers,
specifically of the mobile phone, of social media, of smartphones and of multi-screening. The
cognitive effects of digital immersion on heavy users, as teenagers and young adults tend to
be, is one of my main interests. | believe that my experience with teenagers as research
participants may be helpful.

Scientific programme:

My previous research and scientific positioning fits well within the two main assumptions that
underlie the model to develop. | would like to work specifically on the following aspects of
measurement:

- Attention (dual task technique);

- Comprehension (levels of depth: surface, semantic, inferential);

- Memory (R/K paradigm);

- Phenomenological/experiential (narrative engagement scales);

- Emotion/immersion (pupil diameter; skin conductance response; heart rate).

| have conducted some research with eyetracking and biological indicators such as skin
conductance response and heart rate.

B. Action objectives (pages 7-10 in the MoU):

Action objectives:
I’ve been following two research interests that I believe may contribute to the Action’s
objectives:




- Multi-screening practices, motivations and cognitive effects: this may contribute to
understanding the implications of reading on different digital devices as opposed to
paper;

- Social media marketing metrics: I’ve been exploring quantitative and qualitative
metrics related to social media marketing in order to develop a model for a more
effective monitoring of brand awareness, brand engagement, brand recommendation
and conversion; this may contribute to the development of an aggregate measure of
reading on paper and screens.

Concerning the specific goals, | believe I can contribute to the following:
- To provide recommendations for optimal text/content design for educational

publishing: although | have worked in a marketing framework, | believe I can apply
some principles of content marketing to educational publishing;

- To prompt systematic, empirical, interdisciplinary research transcending established
boundaries between scientific disciplines involved in reading research; to facilitate
joint scientific publications and new, radically interdisciplinary, collaborative research
projects (esp. across humanities/social sciences and natural sciences); to establish
long-term theoretically and methodologically innovative research collaboration: |1
come from an interdisciplinary Research Center that aggregates colleagues from
Communication Sciences, Linguistics, Translation, Culture Studies, Sociology and
Psychology; | have also collaborated with colleagues from the Health Sciences
Institutes at my University, exploring the relationship between communication and
cognition.

Regarding collaboration between scientific research teams and relevant industrial partners,
reading promotion initiatives, educational practitioners and agencies and also the development

of juniors and early career researchers, as a early career researcher myself, I am fully
committed to learning, working hard and contributing within my abilities.

2. Interest in
A. organizing and/or participating in a short-term scientific mission (STSM).

Optional: pursuing what research questions/projects; where to/with whom; linked to what
objective(s) of the Action:

If | were to organize a STSM, | would like to further explore the concept of multi-screening
and the cognitive implications of this practice. | would like to explore in particular the
distribution of attention between different devices (including offline supports such as books,
newspapers and magazines) during reading activities. I would like to explore how attention is
distributed and alternated, and what are the triggers for switching activities. | would also like
to test the memory and retention of content after a while and compare the results among
media used for reading each particular content. In particular, I would like to study these
practices in the context of studying. It is frequent that students go online to find more
information for an exercise, or to complement what they are reading in a book. Some school
manuals have online resources that can be articulated during studying. | would like to explore
the above mentioned questions in this specific situation. | believe that it fits well not only in
the generic goals of the action but also in the goals of WG2.

At a first glance, | would like to conduct this research in Portugal, and work with my
Portuguese colleagues, but of course that a comparative study would be even better.



Besides this idea, | would be happy to participate in any STSM where | could make a
significant contribution.

B. organizing and/or participating in a Training School (please indicate what kind of training
[theoretical; methodological; technical]).

Optional: linked to what objective(s) of the Action:

| am a young scholar, so | am aware that | still have a lot to learn. Therefore, | am interested
in participating in any Training School that this action chooses to organize. Nevertheless, |
would like to share a suggestion. | come from a communication sciences background and |
understand that other members of the action come from different and diverse scientific and
professional backgrounds. I believe it would be very enriching from the action to organize a
Training School where we could share knowledge about theoretical, methodological and
technical issues in all our fields, and thus consolidate the foundation for fruitful and
interdisciplinary research, that is one of the goals of the action.



