
IS1404 E-READ: Evolution of Reading in the Age of Digitization 

 

Position paper 

 

Name: Marc Stadtler, University of Muenster, Germany 

 

WG(s): WG1: Continuing/skilled (PISA-age) reading (primary) 

 WG2: Developmental aspects of reading (additional) 

 

The relative ease of producing digital documents has led to a flood of information that is 

available to most of us with just a few mouse clicks. While the access to information does not 

seem to be a major obstacle anymore, a pivotal question is how individuals use written 

documents from the Internet to satisfy their information needs and learn about the world. 

Given the lack of editorial control, one central challenge for online readers lies in the critical 

evaluation of information validity.  

In the proposed project, we argue that when readers possess low prior topic knowledge, in 

particular, scrutinizing source information (henceforth ‘sourcing’), such as the author, his or 

her credentials, affiliations, date and place of  publication and so forth, may be a viable means 

to assess the validity of knowledge claims (Stadtler & Bromme, 2014). This, in turn, requires 

that readers possess declarative knowledge about how knowledge is produced and 

disseminated in an information society or about how search engines work. They furthermore, 

need procedural knowledge about how to put their declarative knowledge into action when it 

comes to evaluating source information. Finally, readers need knowledge about the conditions 

of sourcing in order to execute the reading strategy in a meaningful manner.  

Although precursors of source evaluation can even be found in preschoolers, individuals 

seldom put their sourcing competencies into action when it comes to reading (e.g., Gerjets, 

Kammerer & Werner, 2011; Stadtler & Bromme, 2008).  The present project examines how 

the understanding of declarative, procedural, and conditional knowledge about sourcing 

evolves once mastery of basic reading skills has been accomplished. To this end, we want to 

develop diagnostic inventories to measure the three layers of source knowledge in different 

populations, such as elementary school children, adolescents and adults. In so doing, we shall 

particularly look at populations that have been studied to a lesser extent in previous research, 

including elementary school children and adults with chronic disease. We furthermore want to 

look at contextual effects on sourcing, such as students’ implicit assumptions about epistemic 

practices of different scientific disciplines. Thereby, we seek to enrich our understanding of 

what it takes to be a critical reader in digital information environments.  

 



2. Interest in 

A. organizing and/or participating in a short-term scientific mission (STSM).  

Optional: pursuing what research questions/projects; where to/with whom; linked to what 

objective(s) of the Action: 

I would like to participate in a STSM to Valencia with the goal of developing and refining 

diagnostic procedures to measure critical reading competencies in children and adolescents.  

B. organizing and/or participating in a Training School (please indicate what kind of training 

[theoretical; methodological; technical]).  

Optional: linked to what objective(s) of the Action: 

 

I would like to promote (either as organizers or participant) a Training School on the topic of 

critical reading in digital information environments. 

 


